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Polygamy is usual among the Kurds. The more wives
a man is able to support, the more land he is capable of
cultivating. I once had the privilege of being a guest in
a Kurdish family for four or five days. There were
three wives in this home, all of them were tall, beautiful
young women. I think they must have been about the
advanced age of twenty-five, for the inequality of rights
of labor among the Kurds removes the beauty and grace
of Kurdish women at an early age, so that at thirty years
of age, one may have lost her bloom, her teeth, and her
vigor. With the magnificent physique which they have,
if the demands of physical labor were not carried to so
great an excess, their freedom from weariness and pain
might easily last through a vigorous old age; unless the
theory be correct, which is frequently advanced, that
culture is necessary to preserve the beauty of both men
and women, which, although of a different type, is often
enhanced in later years.

I should like to give here an illustration of the vicissi-
tudes to which life is sometimes subject among the
Kurds. About the time the Constitution was declared
in the Ottoman Empire, and when Sultan Abdul
Hamid II was dethroned, a certain prominent Kurd ob-
tained enough influence through his friends in Constan-
tinople to secure the appointment of governor of a com-
paratively large region of country in Kurdistan.
Shortly after he was appointed, he issued a command to
all the landowners in the whole region, asking them to
send in their deeds to him as a mere matter of formality,
as he had received official orders from the Imperial gov-
ernment in Constantinople to make certain slight changes
in these deeds.

This command could not "be disobeyed, and on receiv-
ing these official papers the Governor naturally held in
his hands the key to the possession of the whole region.
These papers he had made over, deeding to himself or